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degree quieted the apprehensions of 
Y — convinced your readers thai the 
system is founded on principle, and 
not on name— and removed any un- 
favourable impressions from their 
minds which Y'sformer papers might 
have produced, I take leave of the 
subject, having no doubt that the 
merits of the system will soon be so 
well understood as to require no 
advocate. 

Allow me, however, to mention a 
rircomstance, only just come to my 
knowledge, which is so highly cre- 
ditable to the children of the Belfast 
Lancastrian daily school, that I can- 
not miss the opportunity of making- 
it public — that is : that not satisfied 
with what they learn during the 
week at that school, their avidity 
for improvement is such, that about 
300 of them attend the Sunday- 
schools ib Smith-field and Union- 
street, t he LancasterianSumlay-school 
not being open to any children that 
have an opportunity of attending 
daily schools : being exclusively re- 
served for those who cannot attend 
during the week, such as apprenti- 
ces, servants, &c. 

Nairetsacnal, 



For the. Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

RAMBLE IN 1810. 

(Continued from page 266, No. 45^> 

TN our course we passed Tullymore- 
*• lodge, the seat of the Hon. J. B. 
O'Neill, M.P. for the county of An- 
trim. The building presents no- 
thing remarkable, and is rather a 
good habitable house, than a magni- 
ficent one. Its owner is much re- 
spected here by all classes, which, 
according to our informant, is not 
surprising, as he treats all stations 
of life with the Almost affability. 
What a contrast to many in high 
Hie, who sever speak to those whom 



fortune has placed in lower stations, 
but with a haughty tone, and the 
harsh forbidding sir. 

As we entered Broughshane, the 
people were coming out from wor- 
ship, between sermons, and not a 
few entering the public-houses ; our 
inn was soon nearly full to the door,, 
old and young mernily sacrificing to 
the "jolly god," in a manner which 
fully evinced, that they were " o'er 
all the ills of life victorious." This 
scene left some doubts in our minds, 
which our short stay did not allow us 
solve ;— namely. What was the chief 
object of the people coming to 
Broughshane on Sundays ? 

Alter taking some refreshment, 
we quitted Broughshane, and took 
the road to Ballymena, by the ham- 
let of Creabilly, properly, Crag-' 
builleadh, i.e. the stricken rock; a 
name probably taken from tradition, 
now lost. At this place there is a 
pleasant neat house, with some fine 
plantings, belonging to Mr. O'Hara; 
but seeing nothing else worth notice,' 
we hastened towards Ballymena, 
near which is a large Rath, or mount, 
which we stopped to examine. This 
mount stands near the road, and is 
about 50 feet in perpendicular height, 
and 150 in diameter at the base, 
and near 40 at the top. On the 
S E. is an embankment of earth, 
about fourteen feet high, it encloses 
near one-fourth of the mount, from 
which it is distant about forty feet. 
This embankment is ninety feet, from 
the front to the back, and has some- 
what the appearance^ of an amphi- 
theatre, the little rows of earth re- 
sembling seats; the back seat rises 
about ten feet higher than that in 
front; the whole is enclosed by a 
wall of earth. This mount and en- 
closure have been lately planted with 
thriving young trees, chiefly firs, 
which promises to add much to its 
beauty, and not a little to its con- 
spicuous appearance. 
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I shall mot here trouble my rea- 
ders with a long dissertation on the 
original use of' this mount, which 
difters much from those we usually 
meet with in this country'; yet I be- 
lieve it to have been an ancient for- 
tification, and the difference in its 
formation probably proceeding from 
the whim of those who raised it, or 
the fashion of the age in which it 
■was reared. What renders this hy- 
pothesis the more probable, is, that 
guch forts were reared both by the 
Irish and Danes, who, it is likely, 
would diiler in their modes of de- 
fence, for which purpose such mounts 
were originally raised. 

We now entered Ballymena, cor- 
rupted from Bailk-manin-uth, i.e. 
the town situated at the ford of the 
river Main. It stands on a rising 
ground on the river Braid, which 
runs through it, and joins the Main 
near this place ; it chiefly consists of 
four principal streets, which meet 
at the market place. - The houses are 
built of stone, and the whole has a 
neat and thriving appearance; this 
is much owing to the present land- 
lord, who lately renewed the ten- 
ant's leases on moderate terms. The 
town appears to contain about 550 
dweliing-houses, and probably near 
2800 inhabitants, many of whom 
appear to lie shopkeepers, as the 
shops are very numerous ; the work- 
ing class mostly gain their bread 
by the linen or cotton business, 
chiefly the latter. 

Here is a small church, a Presby- 
terian meeting-house, and> Metho- 
dist chapel; but none of them merit 
a particular description. The mar- 
ket-house is a decent building, with 
a spire and clock; -it is said to stand 
in the centre of the county Antrim. 
Sessions are occasionally held in it. 
We observed no other buildings de- 
serving of notice. 

A large market is held here each 
Saturday, for cattle, linen, yarn, 



and provisions ; the number of peo- 
ple on these occasions are said to ex- 
ceed that of any other market in this 
county. 

Tradition says, this place was an- 
ciently called Kiln-hilt town, which 
name, it is added, was taken from a 
small hamlet, at which were a corn 
mill and kiln. 

On the morning of the 7th June, 
3798, a conflict took pluce here be- 
tween a party of yeomen quartered 
in the town, and a lar«e body of in- 
surgents ; the former defended them- 
selves for some time in the market- 
house, firing from the windows; 
but the latter having succeeded in 
placing a tar-barrel, to which they 
set fire, beneath the loft of the mar- 
ket house, the yeomen surrendered. 
Only seven lives were lost between 
the parties, and but few wounded. 

After this affair, the insurgents 
kept possession of the town; and 
this success much increased their 
numbers, for on the following day, 
they, it is said, exceeded twelve 
thousand; but their leaders hearing 
of their bad fortune elsewhere, en- 
tered into an agreement with the 
notorious Colonel Clavering; imme- 
diately after which, the people gene- 
rally surrendered their arms, and 
returned peaceably to their respec- 
tive homes. 

Leaving Ballymena, we toi>k the 
road to Ballyketinedy, alias, tiiace- 
hill, for the purpose of seeing the 
Moravian settlement there This 
part of the country is well inhabit- 
ed, and appears to be a fruitful tract, 
particularly near Gilgorm, at ubich 
place there is an old castle, belong- 
ing to Lord Monntcasbel, whose 
agent usually resides in it. Tradi- 
tion is very free in the marvellous 
respecting this place, and relates, 
that ." a Dr. Colviii once resided 
here, who, to get money, sold him- 
self to the Devii ; but that on his 
infernal majesty coming for him one 
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night, according to contract, he re- 
quested leave to burn out his candle, 
with which he was reading. To this 
request the Devil is said to have con- 
senied, (for to give the Devil his due, 
he appears to have been civil on 
this occasion,) on which the sly Doc- 
tor slipped the candle into his Bible, 
and instantly locked both up in an 
iron chest, and by this stratagem 
completely foiled Satan, who is said 
to have vanished, as usual, in a 
flash of fire, much enraged." Tra- 
dition also adds, that this iron-chest, 
and its valuable contents, yet re- 
main in the Castle. Reader, in those 
days the world was not overrun with 
sceptics; our pions ancestors were 
then true believers; for we have 
numerous traditions, which confirm, 
that they not only believed in the 
Devil, but also in whatever " the 
Devil was pleased to tell them." 

Crossing the Main water by a 
bridge, we proceeded to Gracehill ; 
a little to our left we passed a mount, 
seemingly like that near Ballyme- 
tia, but not so high ; on it, we were 
informed, were some vestiges of an 
ancient Castle, which once belong- 
ed to the powerful family of Mac 
Quilleti ; hence it is called Mac 
Quillen's Castle. 

Gracehill consists of a number of 
detached houses, neatly finished, 
aud encircled by nice hedge-rows, 
and pleasant walks, shaded with 
thriving belts of trees; the whole 
having a complicated neatness rarely 
to be met with. 

This settlement began to be form- 
ed in 1765; about which time thfy 
obtained a lease, renewable for ever, 
of the town land of Bally ken nedy, 
containing QI5 acres, from the late 
Lord O'Neill. Since that time, the 
settlement has been much improved, 
and some of the late buildings are 
remarkably neat and convenient, 
particularly those used as an academy 
and boarding school. The boarders 



of both usually amount to upwards 
of one hundred. The unmarried fe- 
males of this sect reside in a house 
called the single sister's house; the 
inmates of which are said to be re- 
markable for sobriety and industry 
in their different callings. The 
single brethren also had a house, 
but it is now converted into a school- 
house. 

This sect was originally called 
Kernhuthers, from the name of the 
place in Germany where they first 
made their appearance; their foun- 
der was Count Nicholas Lewis Zin- 
zendorf ; he died at Kcruhuih, May, 
9th, 1700. 

Returning by the same road we came, 
we passed through Bally mena and took 
the road leading to Kelts; near which 
place, on a rising ground, by the 
river, called Kells-water, we ob- 
served a large mount, but had not 
time to examine it ; we were inform- 
ed that it contained a large cave. 

Kelts, anciently Disa.it, which we 
now entered, is a neat village, the 
houses are in good repair, and the 
best form nearly a neat square on 
the road which passes through it.' 
This village and neighbourhood is 
famous for the manufactory of lin- 
ens; the weavers work for what is 
called the fourth penny; that is, the 
workman gets as his wages the fourth 
of what the web sells for. 

Here was anciently the cell of an 
Anchorite, called Kellach, who 
died here in A.D. 828 ; on the site 
of whose cell was afterwards erected 
a Priory for regular canons, by Brian 
Carrog, under the invocation of the 
Virgin Mary. The prior of this 
place often held also the Abbey of 
Mackamore. Murtagh Mc Anul- 
lowe was the last prior. On the 1st 
of February, 154-2, he surrendered 
the priory, with its possessions, to 
the King's commissioners. It had 
then the cures and profits of eight 
townlands adjoining the Priory ; tiuj 
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rectories of Dunyon and Drommelde, 
in the Fews, the impropriate rectory 

of and Foisroilick, in the 

Keuts; the tythes of Templemo- 
traghe, near Glenarm, and Kilkran, 
in Island Magee. This Priory, with 
its appurtenances, was granted by 
James I. to Sir Arthur Chichester. 
At present its site can scarcely be 
traced. 

Continuing our journey, we en- 
tered Connor, alias, Coinoire ; a mean 



village, but formerly a place of con- 
siderable importance. On our left 
we observed the ruins of its ancient 
cathedral, which appeared to be in 
the last stage of decay, as but a few 
fragments were standing; which, 
with some old trees adjoining, pre- 
sented a picture really worthy of 
the pencil. Near it is the modern 
Cathedral, so very mean, that it 
might be mistaken for a barn, 
(To be continued.) 
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JIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LIFE 
AND CHARACTER OF THE LATE 
JOHN HORNE TOOKE, ESQ. M.A. 
&C. &C &C 

From the London Monthly Magazine. 
" Ultimus Romanorum." 

AFTER the period of the Empe- 
rors, when tyranny had check- 
ed and obstructed the progress of the 
human mind, it was customary to 
term every great man, who had 
been born during the time, and wit- 
nessed the splendour of the common- 
wealth, THE LAST OF THE ROMANS. 
This appellation, perhaps, is not 
strictly applicable, in this point of 
view, to the subject of the present 
memoir, because it is to be hoped 
that the love of liberty is not yet 
wholly extinguished among us : but 
surely he is entitled to be termed 
the last of the old English school ; of 
that sturdy and intelligent race of 
men, whose fathers bad beheld the 
accession of the House of Brunswick, 
and whose more remote progeni- 
tors had contemplated with delight, 
and perhaps taken an active part in, 
the revolution. 
John Home, of late years better 



known by the addendum of Tooke,* 
and born in 1730, was the young- 
est son of a respectable tradesman in 
Westminster. While yet a boy, he 
exhibited many proof* of that intel- 
lectual sagacity,for which he became 
so eminently distinguished in future 
life. It was the earnest wish of his 
parents to make a scholar of their 
darling child, and for this purposs 
he was sent both to Eton and West- 
minster. After obtaining the ele- 
ments of a classical educational these 
celebrated seminaries, he repaired t» 
Cambridge about the 1 8th year of 
his age^and was entered of St. John's 
College. A profession being of course 
necessary, he was destined for the 
church. His studies were accord- 
ingly directed to divinity, and he 
applied himself to this pursuit bare- 

• The late Mr. Tooke, of Purley, in Sur- 
rey, whose name was assumed, at his own 
reiterated request, by Mr. Home, pro- 
mised that he should be his sole heir 
Only a small portion of his fortune, how- 
ever, accrued to the subject ef this memoir, 
who was teazed and tormented during the 
latter part of his life by a law-suit with 
one of his nephews, against whom, how- 
ever, a final decree in Chancery was at 
length obtained, bat a few months before 
his demist. 



